


TOWN OF BUTTERNUTS
REGULAR MEETING
May 13, 2026
Meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by Supervisor Bruce Giuda. Pledge was said by all.
Minutes by Town Clerk Penny Klingman.
Board Members present:  Supervisor Bruce Giuda, Council Members Keith Lilley, John Hill, Paul Irwin and Teresa Winchester.  Highway Superintendent David Haynes also present. 
Visitors present:  Barbara Lilley, James Polhemus, James Powers County Representative, Jeffrey Barnes, Ethan Burtrand, Scot Lueck DCO.
Privilege of the Floor: Barbara Lilley stated the planning board was complimented on doing the pledge prior to the meeting by a town member attending for a site plan, they do not see that everywhere and were impressed. James Powers mentioned the new transfer station, it will be on the same site as the existing transfer station. Mr. Powers did some checking on the County Routes 18 & 23 garbage issue and get a cost from one garbage hauler to clean it up, however it is up to the Town to pursue. If no Health Officer is appointed, the Town Supervisor acts as the Health Officer.  Bruce will send a letter to the owner.
John Hill made the motion to dispense with the reading of the April 8, 2026 regular meeting minutes, Bruce Giuda seconded the motion all agree motion carried.  Bruce Giuda made the motion to approve the April 8, 2026 regular meeting minutes and Keith Lilley seconded, all agree, motion carried. 
Reports: See Reports. Bruce Giuda made the motion to accept all reports, John Hill seconded the motion, all agree, motion carried.
Committee Reports: Paul is still working on completing the 2 remaining audits. 
Old Business:      1. Shared Services – The Board asked that Highway Superintendent David Haynes keep a written record of the hours our town highway crew provides services in support of other towns and the hours other towns assist in the Town of Butternuts.
New Business:    1. Bruce Giuda made the motion to approve Vouchers 26136 – 26171 
for $73,069.45.  Paul Irwin seconded the motion, all agree, motion carried.  
2. Paul Irwin made the motion to approve financial reports for April 2026 John Hill seconded the motion, all agree, motion carried.
3. Gilbertsville Fire Department Roster – Scot Lueck presented a Resolution of the Eagle Fire Engine & Hose Company members. He noted that there are 5 members (Bryan Beadle, Joseph Card, Brian Hall, Kyle Short, & Nate Tiffany) currently going thru some rigorous training to become a FAST group (Firefighter Assist Search Team). Scot Lueck also presented 2025 Annual Reports for the Fire Department and EMS Squad.  Bruce Giuda made a motion to accept the Resolution for the Eagle Fire Engine and Hose Company’s member roster, John Hill seconded the motion, all agree, motion carried.
4. Town Dog Law – discussion on updating the current Dog Law to allow for multiple year dog license renewals (1, 2, or 3 year options), NYS has passed a new law the Rabies vaccine must cover the entire year for which it is being renewed, the software will be updated at the end of May to prevent input if it does not. Scot Lueck, DCO indicated he also has some things he would like to see updated, so he will provide his input and it will be reviewed in its entirety.
5. Revised Working Agreement – David Haynes provided a Revised Working Agreement to the Town Board. Due to the high cost of petroleum products, there is not budget to cover all that had been in the original agreement plan, plus the State Budget has not yet been approved either, which could affect the CHIPS funding. Paul Irwing made a motion to accept the amended working agreement, John Hill seconded the motion, all agree, motion carried.
6. Excess Logs/Firewood at the Park – Bruce Giuda reported the Town Crew did an excellent job clearing out the dead trees at the park. Bruce Giuda made a motion to declare the logs at the park as excess, Teresa Winchester seconded the motion, all agree, motion carried.
7. Letter of Support for NY Forward Grant – Bruce Giuda recommended that the Town Board send a Letter of Support for the grant being submitted. Bruce will develop the letter.
Board Discussion: There was discussion on the Solar Battery Storage article given to the Town Board members, and the feeling is that the existing Solar Law should be reviewed with the attorney.  
Privilege of the Floor: Barbara Lilley let the board know that the next Planning Board Training is on Wetlands on 5/28 at 6 pm.
Bonfire at Park on 5/16 – There will be a pot luck supper on Sat, May 16 at 5 pm at the park, followed by a bonfire. All board members are invited and encouraged to attend.
Bruce Giuda made a motion to enter into Executive Session for Contract Negotiations at 8:31 pm, Teresa Winchester seconded the motion, all agree, motion carried.
Bruce Giuda made a motion to come out of Executive Session at 8:56 pm, Teresa Winchester seconded the motion, all agree, motion carried.
Bruce Giuda made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:57 pm, Teresa Winchester seconded the motion, all agree, motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,
Penny Klingman



