


TOWN OF BUTTERNUTS
Regular Meeting
October 14, 2026
Meeting was called to order at 6:56 pm by Supervisor Bruce Giuda. Pledge was said by all.
Minutes by Town Clerk Penny Klingman.
Board Members present:  Supervisor Bruce Giuda, Council Members Keith Lilley, John Hill, Paul Irwin and Teresa Winchester.  Highway Superintendent David Haynes also present. 
Visitors present:  Barbara Lilley, James Polhemus, James Powers County Representative, Keith Klingman Planning Board Chair, Vikki Cates.
Privilege of the Floor: none
Keith Lilley made the motion to dispense with the reading all minutes for September, John Hill seconded the motion, all agree, motion carried.  

John Hill made the motion to approve the September 9, 2026 special meeting/public hearing minutes and Paul Irwin seconded, all agree, motion carried. 

Bruce Giuda made the motion to approve the September 9, 2026 regular meeting minutes and Teresa Winchester seconded, all agree, motion carried. 

Reports: See Reports, no report from Assessor. Item 4 from Highway Report (for bridge on Clarence Musson Rd), John Hill made the motion to use Haas Engineering to repair the bridge on Clarence Musson Rd, Keith Lilley seconded, Bruce Giuda, Keith Lilley, Paul Irwin, John Hill agreed, Teresa Winchester abstained, motion carried. Question regarding the Dust Oil (also known as Fog Sealing) applied to Copes Corners Road, also questions on the chip sealing done in October by Suit-Kote as to whether it will last due to the late date it was completed.  
Committee Reports:  Policies – Audit – Building Committee
Policy reviews 
1. Town Board Minutes Policy, adopted June 11, 2014:  Clerk must follow procedures as prescribed by state manual for clerks taking minutes.  This policy is irrelevant. Teresa Winchester made the motion to rescind the Town Board Minutes Policy, adopted June 11, 2014, John Hill seconded, all agree, motion carried.
1. Social Media and Internet Policy:  Teresa Winchester made the motion to delete the words “& Internet” from the policy title, Bruce Giuda seconded, all agree, motion carried.
1. Copes Corners Park Policy:  Rescind current policy which is rates and rules. Teresa Winchester made the motion to rescind the current Copes Corners Policy and Replace with this New Copes Corners Policy, Bruce Giuda seconded, all agree, motion carried.
1. Ethics Policy:  No changes
1. Building Use Policy:  Custodian will not have key to interior offices. Teresa Winchester made the motion to delete the wording “and a non-duplicatable key to all interior offices in the Town Hall”, Keith Lilley seconded, all agree, motion carried.
1. Vehicle Use Policy:  Review new wording (sections 11 and 14). Teresa Winchester made the motion to accept new wording on Section 11 “Transportation for all town business shall be done using town vehicles. The use of personal vehicles must be authorized by the Town Supervisor. If approved, employees may use their personal vehicle and will be reimbursed at the current mileage rate as adopted annually by the town board.  Any request for reimbursement must include date, destination and number of miles round-trip. Unauthorized use will not be eligible for reimbursement. ” and to omit section 14 which had said “No town vehicle is permitted to leave the Town of Butternuts for any purpose, business or otherwise, without the prior written or verbal approval of the Town Supervisor, in each instance first obtained, with the exception of vehicles used by members of the Highway Department, wherein such approval must be first obtained and approved by the Highway Superintendent.”, John Hill seconded, Bruce Giuda, Paul Irwin, Teresa Winchester, John Hill agreed, Keith Lilley opposed, motion carried.
1. Procurement Policy and Procedures: Guideline 10 & Guideline 3. Teresa Winchester made the motion to add under Section 3 the wording “All public work contracts must be approved by the Town Board.“ and to delete existing verbiage in Section 10 of “Department heads are responsible for purchases of goods and services not exceeding $500.00 subject to audit and approval of invoices by the town board. For purchases of goods and services in excess of $500.00, department heads must obtain the prior approval of the Town Board except in cases of emergency.” and add verbiage of “Before any purchase is made on behalf of the town, a purchase order requisition form must be filled out by the department head and signed by the Town Supervisor. All written quotes shall be attached to the purchase order requisition form.”, Bruce Giuda seconded, board was polled, all agree, motion carried.
1. Signatures:  Group all policies requiring a signature and present at once.  All policies will be distributed as a ‘booklet’ at the beginning of the year and all elected and non-elected employees will be required to sign that they have received a copy.
Building Committee – Keith Lilley did some calculations and the building would require about a ½ acre to be disturbed for construction.
Bruce Giuda made the motion to accept all reports, Teresa Winchester seconded the motion, all agree, motion carried.
Old Business:      1. Moratorium on Battery Energy Storage Systems.  
		    2. Moratorium on Development and Construction of Data Centers.
		Bruce Giuda made the motion to change Section 5 B in both Moratorium Laws
from “The Code Enforcement Officer is authorized to issue appearance tickets for any violation of this Local Law.” to “The Town Board is authorized to issue appearance tickets for any violation of this Local Law.”, John Hill seconded the motion, all agree, motion carried.
Keith Lilley made the motion to allow the Supervisor to sign all Referrals back to the County Planning Department, John Hill seconded, all agreed, motion carried.
		    3. Planning Board Minutes – Discussion that the planning board secretary 
        should submit Approved and Draft minutes by the following Tuesday to the 
        Town Clerk. Also discussed that no original documents should leave the 
        Town Hall.  Barbara Lilley commented that there is currently no office for the 
        planning board to use, and no phone all work is accomplished from home. 
        Bruce Giuda said that with the new building there will be a designated space 
        for the planning board. Teresa Winchester made the motion to accept the 
        presented motion of “Require the Planning Board secretary to submit draft 
        minutes to the Town Clerk by the Tuesday following each meeting, and 
        Require the Planning Board secretary to submit approved minutes to the 
        Town Clerk by the Tuesday following the meeting that they were approved 
        at, and Instruct all Town employees and elected officials that no original 
        documents shall be removed from the Town Hall for any reason.”, Keith Lilley 
        seconded the motion, all agree, motion carried.

New Business:   1. Elavon Proposal for Credit Card Payments – discussion on acquiring devices 
                                  from Community Bank for taking Credit / Debit Card Payments. No cost for 
                                  the devices to the Town, but a 3% fee to the card holder. 4 Devices would be 
                                  used by Tax Collector, Town Clerk, Copes Corners Park, Planning Board. Bruce 
                                  Giuda made the motion to accept the Community Bank Proposal for 4 
                                  Readers, Teresa Winchester seconded the motion, all agree, motion carried.
		   2. Budget Transfers – Report provided by Supervisor Giuda. John Hill made the 
                                  motion to make all 3 Budget Transfers as outlined on Report Fund Transfer 
                                  Authorization, Keith Lilley seconded the motion, all agree, motion carried.
		   3. Tentative Budget. Supervisor Bruce Giuda walked thru the Tentative Budget 
                                  and noted that he needs to work with the Highway Superintendent on that 
                                  portion of the budget.  Keith Lilley made the motion to move the Tentative 
                                  Budget to the Preliminary Budget, Paul Irwin seconded the motion, all agree, 
                                  motion carried.
		   4. Comprehensive Plan.
		   5. Site Plan.
		   6. Subdivision Plan.
		Input was provided from the Planning Board on the Comprehensive Plan, Site 
                          Plan and Subdivision Plan. They felt the Comprehensive Plan wording should be 
                          updated to 2026 Hazardous Mitigation Plan from 2021 and to correct the typo on 
                          page 5.  They will look at incorporating the other changes with the next review / 
                          update of the Comprehensive Plan as the documents referenced were generated 
                          after this Comprehensive Plan was actually written and they are not familiar with 
                          information referenced at this time.  Both the Comprehensive Plan and the Site 
                          Plan need to have a Public Hearing.  Both the Site Plan and Subdivision were 
                        approved without modification by the County. 
		   7. Unifirst. Supplies the Highway department with coveralls and wipers (shop 
                                  rags), however the Town is being charged for items that they are not 
                                  receiving because they already have more than enough wipers. Bruce Giuda 
                                  will work with David Haynes on an alternative solution.
		   8. Cleaner for Town Hall – Job Description. Bruce Giuda made the motion to 
                                 accept the Job Description, Teresa Winchester seconded the motion, all 
                                 agree, motion carried. Teresa Winchester made the motion to post the job 
                                 opening for Cleaner, Keith Lilley seconded the motion, all agree, motion 
                                 carried.
9. Payment of Vouchers. John Hill made the motion to approve Vouchers 26281 
    – 26309 for $226,465.82.  Paul Irwin seconded the motion, all agree, motion 
    carried.  
		 10. Christmas Wreaths Installation in Village. The Village will help with the 
                                  removal of the Hometown Heroes Banners and the Installation of the new 
                                  Wreaths purchased by the Village Improvement Society.
		 11. Construction Projects – This will be discussed at another time
		          Park Electric / Clearing Cope Pit / Town Hall

Board Discussion: 
Next Town Board meeting will need to be changed to 11/5.  Bruce Giuda made the motion to change Regular meeting to November 5th at 7 pm, and to Hold public hearings for Comprehensive Plan, Site Plan and Preliminary Budget prior to the meeting, John Hill seconded the motion, all agree, motion carried.
Privilege of the Floor:  Keith Klingman, Planning Board Chair made the recommendation that the Open Planning Board Position be posted at the Nov meeting, with interviews to occur at Planning Board meeting on 12/8 and recommendation / appointment made at 12/9 Town Board meeting. This allows the board to have a full membership at the January meeting.

Executive Session:
Bruce Giuda made a motion to enter into Executive Session for Contract Negotiations at 10:00 pm, Teresa Winchester seconded the motion, all agree, motion carried.
Teresa Winchester made a motion to come out of Executive Session at 10:37 pm, John Hill seconded the motion, all agree, motion carried.

Bruce Giuda made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:38 pm, Teresa Winchester seconded the motion, all agree, motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,
Penny Klingman



